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Editorial 


RY the time this edition goes to the | hope to promote Hobart's role in 

printers, | will be in New York, Antarctic exploration and research 

attending the opening of the American while | am in New York and hope 

Museum of Natural History's 'Race anyone travelling to USA from MAGAZINE 

to the End of the Earth’ exhibition. Tasmania can visit the Museum too. 

The museum purchased one of my Ice Breaker magazine is published independently 
* : ‘ ; F Icewall O ter! i i 

Igloo Satellite Cabins to feature in the Thank you to all the contributors this Taree Eserpencisctromt coarse 

‘Living in Antarctica Today’ section edition, particularly Premier David topics. 

of a large Antarctic exhibition, mostly Ballet ais Shadow Minister for Editor and Production Coordinator 

showing artefacts from Scott and the Environment, Matthew Groom, Anthea Wallhead 

Amundsen's expeditions to the South who made time for IB despite their Deslonend event 

Pole in the early 20th Century. | am busy schedules in the new State Robert Wallhead 

thrilled that a Tasmanian-made product government. We also welcome Lyn PEN EM AES ne 

will be part of this display, which will Maddock, Director of the Australian Research 

be in New York for 9 months, then in Antarctic Division, for her first Peter Wallhead 

Canada, France and other museums contribution. Printer 

around the world, perhaps for 10 Gocelk Erintind Rivard 


| would also like to thank Willard 
Estate Logistics for their freight 
arrangements to ensure the Igloo 


; H Address Editorial Correspondence to: 
arrived in New York safely. EAST Breaker 
240 Watsons Road, 
Anthea Wallhead SRT 
Tasmania, 
Australia 7155 


years. 


Comments and contributions for future editions are 
most welcome. 


Editor, Ice Breaker 
™ Phone: 03 6267 4774 

Fax: 03 6267 4335 

Email: anthea@icewall.com.au 
Internet: icebreaker.icewall.com.au 


Advertising Rates: 

Available online at icebreaker.icewall.com.au 
Subscription Rates: 

Australia wide: $35.00 
International: $45.00 


(All prices AUD and inclusive of GST where 
applicable) : 


Disclaimer 

Icewall One has endeavoured to ensure the 
information in this magazine is accurate, however 
we accept no responsibility for any errors, 
omissions or inaccuracies in respect of the 
information contained in the material provided by 
Icewall One. 


Nor is it to be construed that other material on 
any of the subject matter is unavailable. Further, 
Icewall One accepts no responsibility for persons 
who may rely on this information for whatever 
purpose. The views expressed in these articles 
are not necessarily the views of the editorial 
committee. 


Thanks to Klaus Arne Pedersen, Sue Halliwell 
and Frederique Olivier for their permission to 
use their Antarctic photographs. 


Ice Breaker magazine: Copyright 2010 and 
individual contributors 
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The Antarctic Midwinter Dinner, hosted by the Tasmanian Polar Network, isa great opportunity 
to get together in the midst of the winter months and celebrate our connection to Antarctica, to 
celebrate our industry and recognise the work we do throughout the year. 


You will have the opportunity to view a unique visual diary which explores what is happening at 
the stations in the middle of winter. Intrepid workers who are currently in the Antarctic will talk 
about their own midwinter celebrations and what life is like during the darkest days of winter in 
Antarctica. Pre-dinner drinks will be served at 7pm followed by a sumptuous 3-course dinner with 
Tasmanian wines and freshly brewed tea and coffee with cheese and chocolates. 


Tickets $130 single or $1200 fe oratable of 10. Tickets are on sale now and are available from Wrest Point Booking Office. All 
enquiries and payments to Janine Brown, Service Centre Manager, Phone: 6221 1706. Ifyou wrouial ike eu further information 


please contact Mary Woolnough, Antarctic Tasmania, phone 6233 54.93 — or email mz 


This is a great opportunity to network with the wider Antarctic community. Hope to see you there! 
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| am delighted, in my new role as 
Minister for Science, Innovation 

and Technology, to be working with 
the office of Antarctic Tasmania. | 
look forward to actively supporting 
the Antarctic sector endeavours, 
particularly the number of international 
conferences and meetings being 
hosted in Hobart in the near future. 


Hobart will showcase its unique 
Antarctic capabilities as the host 

city of the 35th Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Meeting in 2012. This is 
a huge opportunity for Tasmania and 
| congratulate all those involved in 
bringing this event to Hobart. 


During the two-week meeting 

several Antarctic organisations and 
approximately 300 representatives from 
the 47 Antarctic Treaty nations with 
their interpreters and support staff will 
hold discussions on the importance of 
Antarctic science and the protection of 
Antarctica’s environment. 


Elephant Seal 


Length: 3-6.5m (male larger) 
Weight: 680-2400 kg 
Lifespan: 14 years 


Seals are far out to sea for most 

of the time. Females and young 
occasionally come ashore to rest 
while bulls rarely do. Some travel as 
far north as Alaska. 


Weddell Seal 


Length: 2.5-3.2m (female larger) 
Weight: 400-450 kg 
Lifespan: up to 18 years 


In the pack ice, seals keep breathing 
holes open by biting around them 
with their canine teeth. Seals can 
also be heard calling to each other 
under the ice. 
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ICEWATCH 


David Bartlett 


Over two-thirds of Australia’s Antarctic 
scientists are now based in Hobart... 


It will be an opportunity to showcase 
Tasmania's Antarctic industry to 
hundreds of diplomats, Antarctic 
program managers, logistics experts, 
scientists and support staff. 


December 2011 marks the centenary 
of Australian Antarctic Expeditions, 
providing a timely reminder of the 
important role that Hobart plays in the 
Antarctic research sector. Over two- 
thirds of Australia’s Antarctic scientists 
are now based in Hobart and we are 
considered a centre of excellence for 
internationally recognised Antarctic and 
temperate marine science activities 
ana institutions and a gateway for 
Antarctic tourism and supply vessels. 
These Antarctic interests are serviced 
by a dynamic Tasmanian Antarctic 
business community who provide 
extensive supply and logistics support 
to Antarctic, sub-Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean programs. 


Planning is well underway for the 
third International sub-Antarctic 
Forum to be held on the first and 
second of August 2011 at CCAMLR 
Headquarters in Macquarie Street. No 
other country runs a forum in this 
space. The committee, chaired by 
Sir Guy Green, agreed the theme for 
this forum will be: The future of the 
sub-Antarctic Region and its global 
significance and value. 


With the centenary of Australian 
Antarctic Expeditions in December 
2011, the third International sub- 
Antarctic Forum in August 2011 and 
the 35th Antarctic Treaty Consultative 
Meeting in 2012, Hobart is once 
again proving its status as a hub for 
Antarctic research and activity. 


David Bartlett 


Premier of Tasmania 


- Leopard Seal 


Length: 2.7-3.7m (female larger) 
Weight: 275-450 kg 
Lifespan: about 25 years 


_ In midwinter when the pack ice is 

' the thickest, seals often travel up 

» to 2,500km for food, sometimes as 
. far north as southern Australia and 
South Africa. 


Crabeater Seal 


Length: 2.4m-2.6m (female larger) 
Weight: 200-300 kg 
Lifespan: over 30 years 


Seals move north as pack ice 
expands, staying mostly on the 
edge of the ice and rarely seen on 
land. Males can bred at 4 years 
and females at 3 years. 
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oN is a source of intense 
interest and activity for people 
from all corners of the globe which 
makes Tasmania extremely fortunate to 
be one of the main launching points 
for those making the journey to the 
southernmost continent. Tasmania’s 
status as an Antarctic gateway has 
enabled us to position ourselves as a 
leading centre for marine and Antarctic 
related research and education. It has 
also allowed us to attract a cluster of 
national and international organizations 
involved in Antarctic related activities, 
as well as foster significant business 
opportunities supplying those working 
in the field. But we must not become 
complacent. Tasmania must invest 

in its Antarctic industry in order to 
ensure we remain competitive and 

to position ourselves to take full 
advantage of many new and exciting 
opportunities that are likely to emerge. 


Our first links with Antarctica go back 
a long way. Our first links were literal 
in that it is believed the Tasmanian 
land mass was once connected to 
the original Antarctic land mass as 
part of the Great Southern super 
continent, Gondwana. But our more 
recent connection stems back to the 
European Southern Ocean explorers 
of the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries who began the practice of 
using Tasmania and ultimately the 
city Hobart as a preferred port and 
resupplying station. 


Tasmania has been very successful 

in developing an enviable reputation 
as a centre of Antarctic and Southern 
Ocean related scientific research, 

with facilities including the Australian 
Antarctic Division, the CSIRO, the 
Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems 
Cooperative Research Centre, Institute 
of Marine and Antarctic Studies, the 
International Antarctic Institute and the 
list goes on. This in turn has led to 
the establishment of a rich and vibrant 
scientific community in and around 
Hobart. 


ICEWATCH 


Matthew Groom 


... National and international organizations 
involved in Antarctic related activities... 


We are proudly home to approximately 
65% of Australia’s Antarctic scientists. 


Hobart has also been successful 

in attracting a number of highly 
reputable and prestigious national 

and international organizations centred 
around its Antarctic connection. The 
secretariat for the Commission for 
the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources was established 

in Hobart in 1982 and in 2006 the 
secretariat for the Agreement on 

the Conservation of Albatrosses and 
Petrels followed. In addition Hobart 
has been successful in attracting 
many national and international 
conferences and events centred 
around Antarctic related activities. The 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting 
is scheduled to take place in Hobart 
in 2012. 


Our Antarctic activities have led 

to many business opportunities in 
Tasmania from transport services, 
port services, ship repairs, marine 
engineering, science and engineering 
consulting, specialized equipment 
and clothing supply and tourism and 
conferencing. 


Despite our very significant 
geographical advantages we are 

not without competition for much 

of what we do in connection with 
Antarctica. There are a number of 
ports that service Antarctica (although 
in some instances with a focus 

on different parts of the continent) 
including Christchurch in New Zealand, 
Punta Arenas in Chile and Ushuaia 

in Argentina. Each of these ports 
aggressively markets itself as an 
Antarctic gateway and includes vibrant 
Antarctic related business communities 
scouring for new opportunities. 


It is critical therefore that Tasmania 
remains vigilant and invests in its 
Antarctic industry to ensure we remain 
competitive and are well placed to 
secure new opportunities: 


e Port facilities must remain world 
class. However, significant lack of 
investment in our port facilities in 
recent years means they are now in 
desperate need of an upgrade. 


e Appropriate attention must 
be given to our road and rail 
infrastructure 


e Air and shipping links into 
Tasmania from the mainland must be 
frequent and reliable. 


e Tourism and conferencing 
infrastructure and educational facilities 
must be maintained to an appropriate 
standard 


e Integrated and sustainable planning 
for the city itself will ensure it remains 
and a pleasant and vibrant place in 
which to live and work. 


Our Antarctic connection also 
positions us well to take full 
advantage of new and exciting 
opportunities in the future. 


e An increase in demand for 
climate change related research and 
education. 


e Opportunities in the development 
of remote and extreme climate 
renewable energy technologies. 


e With our existing experience in 
renewable energy and our geographic 
proximity, there is significant scope for 
Tasmania to: develop a niche expertise 
in such technologies which we could 
then export to the world. 


The opportunities are there for us to 
seize. If we make sound investment in 
our Antarctic Industry we will be well 
placed to realize them. 


Matthew Groom MP 
Shadow Minister for the Environment and Climate 


Change 
Liberal Member for Denison 
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010 has raced off to a productive 

and promising start. A number of 
activities are keeping the committee 
very busy; the working port; 
organizing the Midwinter Dinner and 
seeking new opportunities to further 
enhance Tasmania’s position as a 
prominent East Antarctic gateway 
through the newly formed Tasmanian 
Antarctic Gateway (TAG) committee. 
Details about each of these are 
, outlined below: 


e The working port - A consultative 
meeting for stakeholders was held 
by the government recently at which 
further details were work-shopped 

to gain ideas and direction for 

the planning phase. Of course the 
development of Mac 2 and the IMAS 
building are a major focus for TPN. 


e Midwinter Dinner - This year the 
midwinter celebrations will take a 
detour from previous events. The TPN 
has decided that hosting an industry 
dinner is a good idea so we are 
anticipating a great time to be had 
on Saturday 26th June. | encourage 
anyone with an interest in the sector 
to purchase a ticket and come along 
for a fun filled and enjoyable evening. 


ICEWATCH 


John Brennan 


...to increase the international contribution of 
the sector to the Tasmanian economy... 


e TAG committee — Has been 
formed to strategically collaborate 

to build Tasmania’s Antarctic and 
Southern Ocean gateway and science 
capability to increase the international 
contribution of the sector to the 
Tasmanian economy, community 

and reputation. It is early days yet 
but the formation of such a group 
clearly indicates that we are poised to 
examine how we can further add to 
the great advantage we already have 
in the sector. 


Now the election is over | am 
hoping to meet with all the relevant 
government officials so that we can 
ensure the interest of the sector will 
be maintained and improved. 


| do not expect anything other than 
strong tri-partisan Support for the 
sector and look forward to reporting 
back any outcomes. 


Rob Valentine 


am thrilled by the announcement 

from the Minister for Environment, 
Protection, Heritage and the Arts and 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that 
Hobart will host the 35th Antarctic 
Treaty consultative Meeting in 2012. 


The announcement reinforces Hobart’s 
global status as one of the five major 


On a lighter, but fascinating note, | 
was amazed to recently read in the 
Examiner newspaper the story about 
the discovery of a new and strange 
species of jellyfish which was found 
in the River Derwent. It seems that 
the “beastie” was just off the Hobart 
wharf area close to the CSIRO 
building. 


That jellyfish could not have popped 
up in a more appropriate place! We 
really do live in an incredible part of 
the world. 


| wonder what else may lurk in the 
river? 


John Brennan 


Chairman, TPN 


Given the importance of this event to 
the State as a whole, it is vital that a 
memorable experience is provided for 
all international delegates attending the 
ACTM. This is a unique opportunity 

to showcase our strong connection 
with the Antarctic as a City and 
leading to greater business 


Richard Bennett) 


o-location offers opportunities 
for international integration of 
Antarctic programs 


Antarctic nations have known for 

a long time that the high cost of 
doing business in Antarctica is one 
best shared, where appropriate and 
feasible. Now the co-location of four 
countries in east Antarctica - Australia 
(Davis station), China, Russia and India 
— offers new opportunities to explore 
collaborative relationships. 


In January this year, | paid courtesy 
calls on our neighbours and partners 
in the Vestfold Hills and Larsemann 
Hills. During my visit | toured the 
new buildings at China’s Zhongshan 
station, the new general purpose 

and accommodation building being 
constructed at Russia’s Progress I 
station, and the site of the new Indian 
station in the Larsemann Hills. The 
entire Indian party of 29 expeditioners 
subsequently visited Davis to learn 
more abou: our science projects, 
while several Chinese expeditioners 
joined us to celebrate Australia Day. 


These visits were important in further 
cultivating the good and cooperative 
relationships amongst our neighbours 
in this part of the world and | hope 
that they have set the scene for 
deeper collaborative opportunities at a 
program level. 


The Australian Antarctic program has 
generally operated with the objective 
of being self-sufficient, in terms of 
logistics, in‘rastructure and equipment. 
We usually plan our season largely 
independently of other nations, we use 
our own ships and aircraft to deliver 
people to Antarctica, we house them 
at our stations and we use our own 
helicopters, vehicles and light aircraft 
to move around the continent. When 
we do use the resources of other 
nations, it is often on a short-term or 
opportunistic basis. 


Lyn visits a new atmospheric physics building 
under constriction at China’s Zhongshan 
Station. (credit Tom Maggs). 


ICEWATCH 


Lyn Maddock 


Greater collaboration with our east 
Antarctic neighbours ... 


While self-reliance allows us to 
manage our own risks, it can 

mean we miss opportunities. Better 
integration of the Australian Antarctic 
program with the programs of other 
nations, for example, would allow 
us to reduce the cost of operating 
in Antarctica and reap the benefits 
of greater scientific collaboration. Of 
course, this would require significant 
negotiation between the countries in 
question, to ensure we continued to 
advance our separate agendas. 


Examples of such program- 

level collaboration already exist, 
including the transport of Australian 
expeditioners and supplies to 
Macquarie Island on the French 

ship, LAstrolabe, and the resupply 

of China’s Zhongshan station by 
Australia. The growing community of 
nations in east Antarctica now has an 
opportunity to develop this theme and 
truly integrate neighbouring nation’s 
resources into their program plans, 
building on past, collaborations for the 
benefit of all. 


Lyn (right) at Russia’s summer-only s} 
Druzhnaya IV (credit Tom Maggs). — 


Greater collaboration with our east 
Antarctic neighbours is certainly in 
the forefront of our scientists’ minds 
as they work towards finalising a 
new 10-year science strategy for the 
Australian Antarctic program. 


The science strategy will place an 
increased emphasis on, and support 
for, larger integrated science projects, 
to increase efficiency of planning 

and operational support for science 
in Antarctica. This approach lends 
itself to greater collaboration with our 
neighbours in east Antarctica, not just 
in scientific research, but the activities, 
infrastructure and personnel required 
to support this research. 


Developing better international 
networks in this part of Antarctica 
could also, potentially, see flow on 
benefits to Hobart and Tasmania, as 
we are uniquely positioned to act as 
a hub for the provision of Antarctic 
scientific and logistic resources. 


Lyn Maddock 


Director, Australian Antarctic Division 


SCIENCE 


Ocean changes identified in new research 


he discovery of a fast-flowing 

deep ocean current with a volume 
equivalent to 40 Amazon Rivers and 
evidence of change in the world’s 
water cycle are two new findings in 
Australian and Japanese research 
published in April. 


The deep ocean current was 
discovered by Japanese and Australian 
scientists near the Kerguelen plateau, 
in the Indian Ocean sector of the 
Southern Ocean, 4,200 kilometres 
south-west of Perth. 


In a paper published in Nature 
Geoscience, the researchers described 
the current — more than three 
kilometres below the Ocean’s surface 
— as an important pathway in a 
global network of ocean currents that 
influence climate patterns. 


“The current carries dense, oxygen- 
rich water that sinks near Antarctica 
to the deep ocean basins further 
north,” said co-author Dr Steve 
Rintoul from the Antarctic Climate and 
Ecosystems CRC and CSIRO’s Wealth 
from Oceans Flagship. 


“Without this supply of Antarctic 
water, the deepest levels of the 
ocean would have little oxygen. The 
ocean influences climate by storing 
and transporting heat and carbon 
dioxide — the more the ocean stores, 
the slower the rate of climate change. 
The deep current along the Kerguelen 
Plateau is part of a global system of 
ocean currents called the overturning 
circulation, which determines how 
much heat and carbon the ocean can 
soak up.” 


While earlier expeditions had detected 
evidence of the current system, they 
were not able to determine how 

much water the current carried. The 
joint Japanese-Australian experiment 
deployed current-meter moorings 
anchored to the sea floor at depths of 
up to 4500m. 
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Each mooring reached from the 

sea floor to a depth of 1000m and 
measured current speed, temperature 
and salinity for a two-year period. 


“The continuous measurements 
provided by the moorings allow us, 
for the first time, to determine how 
much water the deep current carries 
to the north,” Dr Rintoul said. The 
current was found to carry more than 
12 million cubic metres per second 
of Antarctic water colder than 0°C 
(because of the salt dissolved in sea 
water, the ocean does not freeze until 
the temperature gets close to -2°C). 


“It was a real surprise to see how 
strong the flow was at this location. 
With two-year average speeds of 
more than 20cm per second, these 
are the strongest mean currents ever 
measured at depths three kilometres 
below the sea surface,” Dr Rintoul 
said. 


The research team included scientists 
from the Institute of Low Temperature 
Science (ILTS) at Hokkaido University 
in Japan. 


Funding support was provided by the 
Australian Climate Change Science 
Program, the Cooperative Research 
Centre Program and logistics support 
from the Australian Antarctic Division. 
The lead author of the paper was Dr 
Yasushi Fukamachi, from the ILTS. 


Evidence that the world’s water cycle 
has already intensified is contained in 
new research to be published in the 
American Journal of Climate. 


The stronger water cycle means arid 
regions have become drier and high 
rainfall regions wetter as atmospheric 
temperature increases. 


The study, co-authored by CSIRO 
scientists Paul Durack and Dr Susan 
Wijffels, shows the surface ocean 
beneath rainfall-dominated regions has 
freshened, whereas ocean regions 
dominated by evaporation are saltier. 
The paper also confirms that surface 
warming of the world’s oceans over 
the past 50 years has penetrated into 
the oceans’ interior changing deep- 
ocean salinity patterns. 
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Australia 


Craig Macaulay, CSIRO 


“This is further confirmation from the 
global ocean that the Earth’s water cycle 
has accelerated,” says Mr Durack - a 
PhD student at the joint CSIRO/University 
of Tasmania, Quantitative Marine Science 
program. 


The ocean's average surface temperature 
has risen around 0.4°C since 1950. As 


Dee 


Ovean Data View 


the near surface atmosphere warms 
it can evaporate more water from the 
surface ocean and move it to new 
regions to release it as rain and snow. 
Salinity patterns reflect the contrasts 


between ocean regions where the oceans 


lose water to the atmosphere and the 
others where it is re-deposited on the 
surface as salt-free rainwater. 


The research was based on historical 
records and data provided by the 
Argo Program’s world-wide network 
of ocean profilers — robotic 
submersible buoys which record 

and report ocean salinity levels 

and temperatures to depths of 

two kilometres. I 


Antarctica 


A Letter from Gordon Bain 


‘Dear Friend, Colleague or Antarctican, 


| am an Australian Patron for a Robert 
Stephenson initiated project aimed 

at getting some UK recognition for 

Sir Clements Markham by way of a 
Blue Plaque at 21 Eccleston Square, 
London. 


Although Markham is known for his 
association with polar exploration and 
his championing of Captain Scott, 

he was a man of many talents and 
accomplishments. Markham is perhaps 
not as well known to most Australia- 
based Antarctic folk but it is fair to 
say that his efforts in pushing some 
of the early expeditions of the heroic 
age raised awareness of the continent 
and paved the way for much of the 
work in the early part of last Century. 


| hope you will help out by getting 
behind this nomination and publicising 
the effort to others." 


Robert Stephenson is the Coordinator, 
Antarctic Circle, based in New 
Hampshire, USA. 


For information about Markham, see 


http://www.antarctic-circle.org/markham. 


Support a 


Blue Plaque 


for 
21 Eecleston Sq 
Home of 
Sir Clements 
Markham 


For information about the Blue Plaque 
process, see http://www.antarctic- 
circle.org/markhamplaque.htm 


To write a letter of support, address it 
to Ms Elizabeth Wardle, Blue Plaques 
administrator, English Heritage and 
email it to Rob at rs41{@me.com 


Rob Stephenson is visiting Tasmania - 
in June and is presenting a session 
at the Antarctic Visions Conference 
21-23 June and will also speak at the 
Antarctic Division Thursday 24 June. 
He will be happy to talk about this 
project during his time here during 
which time he intends to catch most, 
if not all of the sites of Antarctic 
historical interest around Hobart. 
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FEATURE 


Macquarie Island: Part 2 


Occupation History, pests and eradication 


Occupation history 
1810-1835 — The first wave 


he first phase in the human 

history of Macquarie Island 
extends from the time of documented 
discovery until approximately 1835 
when the resources (fur seals and 
elephant seals) were virtually exploited 
to extinction and thus there was 
no continuing commercial reason to 
visit the Island. It was the time of 
introduction of ‘pests’ (other than 
humans) that had a negative impact 
on the local fauna and flora. This 
was a time when the exploitation was 
overwhelmingly from the Australian 
ports of Sydney and Hobart by a 
small number of dominant, largely 
family-centred business houses and 
their vessels. 


During this time, the island population 
normally consisted of two or three 
gangs of sealers, each of 11 or 12 
men. These gangs, or individual 
members, sometimes stayed on the 
island for several years and on many 
occasions had to ‘live off the land’ 
when supplies ran out. Many captains 
commented on the poor condition of 
gangs who had been neglected but 
many seem to have survived very well 
and even thrived on the local diet. 


1836-1873 — A quiet inter-regnum 


Following the virtual extinction of 
the fur seals and elephant seals, 
Macquarie Island lost its attraction 
and there are very few records of 


Photo courtesy. atrick Quilty AM. 
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to those of New Zealand, and it was 

also the time during which questions 

of ‘ownership’ of Macquarie Island 

came to a head and were resolved 4 
in Tasmania’s favour. It was the time 
of domination of Macquarie Island by 
one company -— Cormack & Co. - and 
one vessel — Jessie Niccol. 


The interval is marked by increasing 
regulation by New Zealand of activities 
on New Zealand sub-Antarctic islands, 
and of development of three different 
exploitative industries, one on seal 
skins, another on elephant seals (oil 
and bone), and one on penguin oil. 


There was small-scale exploitation 
of elephant seals in 1874-1884, and 
intermittent activity until 1889, when 
serious exploitation by Joseph Hatch 
Dr Ric Varne, who placed Macquarie Island began and continued for 30 years. 
on the world Heritage List. Photo courtesy This interval was marked by higher 
eR UE technology than earlier, and king 
and royal penguins joined the list 


ship visits to Macquarie Island in of species utilised. After 1892, the 

the interval 1836-1874 and none for industry consisted of an elephant 
1860-1873. Although the number of seal season (mid-August to end of 
visitations is few, it is noteworthy October) followed by a royal penguin 
in that vessels for exploitation were season (November and December). | 
mainly from New Zealand or its After this time, public concern about | 
southern islands, the beginning of a the industry led to its cessation and 

pattern that is more evident later. the island was declared a sanctuary 


7 as part of Tasmania in 1933. 
The most noteworthy expedition 


| 
| 

during this interval was by two | 
ships, only one of which put | 
crew ashore, of the United States 
Exploring Expedition led by Charles 
Wilkes, in transit to Antarctica. His 
ships Peacock and Flying Fish 
were to rendezvous there and both 
arrived but didn’t see each other. 
Wilkes, aboard Peacock, apparently 
encountered no other humans there, 
but made comprehensive notes on the 
abundance of penguins (including one 
not seen before — apparently the King 
Penguin), and ‘paroquets’. 


1873-1933 - Renewed exploitation 


After a gap of some 20 years, this 
new phase marks a sharp change 
from exploitation by Australian interests 
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April 2007 


Introductions and 
eradications 


Macquarie Island has been subject 
to the influence of many introduced 
pests, in addition to the ravages 
caused by human exploitation of a 
few species. Early visitors reported 
large numbers of parakeets but 
these seem now to be extinct. 

The Macquarie Island Rail also has 
become extinct. 


Cats and various mice and rats 
probably were natural escapees from 
visiting ships and can be envisaged 
as accidental introductions. This is not 
the case for some other species. The 
weka or wood-hens were introduced 
deliberately on the Sarah Pile in about 
1867 and this is likely to have been 

a major contributor to the extinction 
of the Macquarie Island Rail. Rabbits 
were introduced by Elder & Co. in 
about 1877 and there was rejoicing 
that their numbers grew so quickly! 
The Jessie Niccol in December 

1877 left behind five donkeys, goats 
and pigs and the early ANARE 
expeditions used horses. These larger 
species were not well adapted to the 
environment and quickly disappeared. 


a courtesy Patrick Quilty AM ang 
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March 2008 

Prof. A. Hamilton of the University of 
Otago visited Macquarie Island on 
Gratitude in 1894. His voyage was 

to collect large male elephant seals 
for the Otago Museum and took the 
Museum taxidermist (W.T. Jennings) 
with him. He also took and planted 
the seeds of many New Zealand 
plant species but fortunately, none 
struck. He also noted, even then, 
that neither parakeets nor Macquarie 
Island Rails were to be seen, and had 
not been seen over the previous two 
years, blaming cats for their apparent 
demise. 


Eradications 


Many have tried to reverse the 
damage done by introduced pests 
by promoting eradication programs. 
Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service 
has done a great job of exterminating 
cats and it is has been a long 

time since a Weka has been seen, 
suggesting that they have gone. 
Unfortunately, the Macquarie Rail and 
Parakeet seem to be extinct and 
cannot be redeemed. 


2010 marks the major effort to remove 
the island’s greatest pest — the rabbit 
— and also rats and mice. Some 
years ago, New Zealand conducted a 
program on Campbell Island to get rid 
of rats and mice. 


January 2009 


This seems to have been entirely 
successful and thus Macquarie 
Island’s turn has come, employing 
knowledge and expertise gained from 
the New Zealand experience. 


During the winter of 2010, a team 
employing 21 people, four helicopters 
and 305 tonnes of poison baits, will 
begin the process of poisoning the 
pests. Any that survive this attempt 
will be pursued by four specially 
trained Labrador and seven Springer 
Spaniel dogs. The cost is some $24.6 
million, funded jointly by State and 
Commonwealth. The Macquarie Island 
Pest Eradication Project produces 

an occasional newsletter, which is 
available from the project office at 
124A Tolosa St, Glenorchy or by email 
at mieradication@parks.tas.gov.au. 


A progress report will be one of the 
talks given at the second of The 
Royal Society of Tasmania’s mid-winter 


- lecture series on the evening of 20 


July. 


Let us all wish the project every 
success. 

Patrick Quilty AM 

Honorary Research Professor 


School of Earth Sciences 
University of Tasmania 
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EDUCATION 


| he Woodbridge Marine Discovery 
! Centre (WMDC) has been 
educating Tasmanian students about 
our unique marine environment for 
31 years. Operated by the Tasmanian 
Department of Education as part of 
Woodbridge School, the Centre runs 
programs for groups from Kinder to 
grade 12, catering for around 6000 
students per year. 


Since WMDC opened its doors, 

other centres with similar aims have 
developed around Australia, and in 
2004, a national network — now called 
Marine Discovery Centres Australia 
(MDCA) - was initiated to facilitate 
mutual support and exchange. 


The Fisheries Research and 
Development Corporation has 
supported MDCA annual meetings for 
the last five years. The most recent 
meeting was held in Eden, NSW, 
at the Gegianing of May, and was 


Although Eden’s famous whales are 
unfortunately not in residence at this 
time of year, the Sapphire Coast MDC 
showcased their newly developed 
Centre and education programs. The 
meeting was a valuable opportunity 
for network members to share ideas 
and resources. 


On another note, the Woodbridge 
Marine Discovery Centre has recently 
had some new additions to the team: 
six baby draughtboard sharks. 


The sharks’ eggs were laid at the 
Centre in winter 2009, when their 
mother was residing in our Marine 
Pond. This species of shark usually 
takes around 12 months to develop 
before hatching, and the babies 

were not expected until June - July. 
Centre staff believe that warmer water 
conditions over summer may have 
accelerated the sharks’ development. 


_. Primary Coordinator, Marine Discovery Centre 


Those interested in viewing the baby 
sharks and other animals housed at 
the Centre will have the opportunity 
to do so during the upcoming school 
holidays. The Marine Discovery Centre 
will be open to the public on Tuesday 
8th June between 10am and 12 noon. 
Please contact the Centre to make a 
booking: phone 6267 4649 or email 
ros.asten@education.tas.gov.au. 


Ros Asten 


Midwinter Events 


Royal Society of 
Tasmania Winter 
Lecture Series: From 
Tasmania to Antarctica — 
Macquarie Island on the 
World Stage, from June 
to August 


These lectures aim to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the discovery 
of Macquarie Island in 1810. All 
lectures will be at 8.00pm in the 
Stanley Burbury Theatre, UTas. 


On 15 June 2010, lecture topics will 
be chaired by Sir Guy Green and 
include: 


Tectonic Setting - Dr Garry Davidson, 
School of Earth Sciences, Utas; 


How the Island came to be Tasmanian 
- Dr Roger Kellaway, School of 
Geography and Environmental Studies, 
UTas and 


Maritime History of Macquarie Island 
- Mike Nash, Parks & Wildlife Service, 
Tas. 


On July 20, 2010, lecture topics will 
be: 


History of Exploitation - Dr Mark 
Hindell, School of Zoology, Utas. 


Current state of rabbit extermination 
project - Graeme Beech, Parks & 
Wildlife Service, Tas 


Present status of wildlife and 
vegetation - Dr Patricia Selkirk, 
Macquarie University 


On August 17, lecture topics will be 
chaired by Julie Collins MHR and 
include: 


Maritime Jurisdiction of the area 
around Macquarie Island - Dr 
Mark Alcock, Geoscience Australia, 
Canberra; 


Macquarie Island as an observatory 
site - Dr Greg Ayers, Director, Bureau 
of Meteorology, Melbourne and 


Options for the future management of 
Macquarie Island - Tom Maggs, AAD. 


Chairs for the July and August are to 
be announced at a later date. 


Antarctic Visions: 
Cultural Perspectives on 
the Southern Continent, 
from 21-23 June. 


Keynote speakers will be Max Jones, 
Senior Lecturer in Modern History, 
University of Manchester and author of 
The Last Great Quest: Captain Scott’s 
Antarctic Sacrifice; 


Christy Collis, Lecturer in Media 

and Communications at Queensland 
University of Technology and author of 
articles on Antarctica’s postcoloniality 
and spatiality, and 


William L. Fox, writer and author of 
Terra Antarctica: Looking into the 
Emptiest Continent. 


For more information, www.utas.edu. 
au/ejel/antarctic%20visions or email 
Ralph.Crane@utas.edu.au 


Photos courtesy Sue Halliwell. 


Antarctic Midwinter at 
TMAG: Schools Program, 
from 19-27 June. 


Two-hour. sessions suitable for Grades 
8-6. Further details at TMAG or 
luminatasmania.com 


Theme 1: Climate change — based 
around a multimedia display called 
InterFANTARCTICA and hands-on ice 
experiments. Follow the Ice Man 


“Theme 2: Living in Antarctica —- 


showing changes in clothing and other 
activities since Mawson’s expedition in 
1911. Follow the Antarctic expeditioner. 
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HISTORY 


In search of Roald Amundsen 


C6 If it is possible to imagine a piece 
of beef, odiferous codfish and a 
canvas-backed duck roasted together 
in a pot with blood and cod liver oil 

for service, the illustration would be 
complete.” Or so thought American Dr 
Frederick Cook of Arctic exploration 
fame as he recalled what penguin 
meat tasted like. The quote had 
caught my eye as it was something 

| long been curious about. | was 
reading about the Belgian Antarctic 
Expedition of 1897 -1899 when, 
aboard the Belgica, the men were the 
first to spend a winter trapped in the 
pack ice of Antarctica. 


But each to their own, as the next 
display showed a quote from the diary 
of one of Cook’s shipmates, Roald 
Amundsen. “We catch penguins when 
we can. Their meat tastes excellent 
like steak, and looks a bit like beef.” 
A positive man, as penguin was to 
become the staple food for the next 
12 months. Perhaps this was at the 
heart of why he is perceived to be 
the most accomplished explorer of 
the polar regions from the heroic Age. 
Indeed, Cook also wrote about the 
then 25-year-old second mate on the 
Belgica, “Amundsen is the biggest, the 
strongest, the bravest, and generally 
the best dressed man for sudden 
emergencies.” 


LOALD AMNUNDSEN 
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It was admiration for Amundsen that 
had made visiting the Fram Museum 
in Oslo a priority during a recent trip 
to Norway. It is not just the fact that 
Roald Amundsen was the first to 
discover the South Pole, it was the 
way in which he achieved this feat 
that makes him such a hero in my 
eyes. 


| am not alone, as it was immediately 
evident arriving in Norway that 

the Norwegian polar explorers are 

still much revered, with the Fram 
Museum featuring on the cover of 
the Oslo tourist guide together with 
encouragement to visit as it “takes 
you to the heart of the dramatic days 
of discovery around the turn of the 
century ... times of men of steel and 
schooners of wood, heroic conquests 
and tragic shipwrecks, ice-cold losses, 
death and destruction.” 


At the first sight of the museum you 
could be forgiven for thinking that it is 
a temple to Amundsen -— the structure 
housing the Fram an enormous A 
shape. However, once inside, the 
sturdy fat-barrelled hull of the old 
wooden schooner dominated. This 
was her story and it was told on the 
walls of the three levels you needed 
to climb to reach the deck. We 
slowly worked our way up circling the 
vessel as we read about its working 
life, about the Arctic expeditions of 
Fritiof Nansen, Otto Sverdrup and 
Roald Amundsen, and of course what 
had stimulated my interest, the last 
voyages to the Antarctic. 


Finally stepping on board the Fram, 
| experienced the same sense of 
awe as | had when | first stepped 
inside the historic Antarctic huts of 
Borchgrevink , Shackleton , Scott 
and Mawson. This feeling was not 
diminished by the fact that the 
Fram is one of Oslo’s most visited 
attractions. 


Diana Patterson and the sculpture of Amundsen 
at the Fram Museum, Oslo, Norway. 


Visiting in April before the start of 
the busy tourist season had its 
advantages: as | explored below the 
decks | encountered no more than 4 
half a dozen fellow visitors. The lack 
of portholes intrigued me as did the 
spaciousness and | had to conjure 
up in my mind images of the laden 
vessel, huskies grouped together on 
the deck, the cramped living quarters 
and in the holds the sledges, timber 
of the prefabricated huts and supplies 
that Amundsen required for his 

quest to reach the South Pole. Prior 
knowledge of the polar expeditions 
was not required within the living 
areas, as the small cabins hold 
displays of artefacts that range from 
polar clothing to a great assortment 
of firearms. | would however 
recommend the reading of Nansen’s 
Furtherest North before visiting the 
Fram. Recollections of his evocative 
descriptions of life on board, when 
the ship was trapped and drifting with 
the Arctic sea ice, brought life to the 
static displays. 


Being so focused on Antarctic history 
the visit brought home the fact that 
Amundsen’s South Pole expedition 
was just one of his many polar 
expeditions and one which followed a 
rich history in the Arctic. It was in the 
northern Norwegian city of Tromso, 
the departure point for many of the 
northern polar expeditions, that | 
continued my pilgrimage to Amundsen. 
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Diana Patterson 


An old warehouse on the waterfront 
dating back to 1830 houses the 

Polar Museum, providing a great 
atmosphere for the exhibits which 
chronicle the human endeavour in the 
Arctic from the trapping expeditions 
from 1795 in Svalbard through to ship 
based polar exploration and early 
aviation in the Arctic. 


From weapons, to clothing, and use 
of dogs, it brought home the long 
history that Amundsen was able to 
draw on to achieve his success — 
also revealing more of the man with 
his later involvement in air exploration, 
specifically with the airships, as a man 


who not only learned from the past 
but also readily adopted to the new 
technology at the time. 


An interest in Amundsen was perhaps 
a peripheral reason for travelling to 
Scandinavia. The main reason was to 
pursue a love for cross-country skiing. 
My partner and | had organized to 
go ski touring in Svalbard and in 

the capital Longyearbyen we were 
surprised to discover that we were 
still following in the footsteps of 
Amundsen. 


A relatively newly opened Airship 
Museum provided a fascinating 
account of his successful flight over 
the North Pole in the airship Norge on 
May 12, 1926. The museum houses 

a fascinating collection of artefacts 
including film footage, and personal 
letters which are used to tell the story 
of an incredibly ambitious undertaking 
and provide an insight into what 
captivated Amundsen in his later 
years. 


The visit to Svalbard made the 
memorial to Amundsen on the 
waterfront of Tromso so much more 
poignant to me. It is a larger than 
life statue of Amundsen gazing out 
to sea. It was from Tromso that 
Roald Amundsen departed on the 
18th of June 1928 in an attempt to 
rescue the Italian pilot Nobile who 
had disappeared on another flight to 
the North Pole. It was to be a fateful 

flight as Amundsen was never heard 

of again. He had disappeared into 
the northern polar sea. Hi - 


www.fram.museum.no 
www.polarmuseum.no 
www. spitsbergenairshipmuseum.com 
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TRIBUTE 


ANARE club tribute to 


Dr Phil Law ac cBeE pm 
21.04.1912 — 28.02.2010 


Personal Recollections 


t was a grey day with light, misty 

rain, not unlike a typical day on 
Macquarie Island, where many 
comrades and colleagues, friends, 
relatives and acquaintances gathered 
at the ANARE Club’s invitation, to 
pay tribute to the remarkable life of 
Dr. Phillip Garth Law. The current 
President of the ANARE Club, Ralph 
Fletcher gave the opening address 
and introduced the Guest Speakers 
for the afternoon’s proceedings. On 
display in the Parkside Room, at the 
Bayview Eden in Melbourne, were 
two handsome portraits of Dr. Law by 
Artist Viadamir Sobolev. In addition, a 
Commemorative Book to be signed by 
all present. 


The most remarkable impression to 
take away from the day was that 
three hours is not enough to celebrate 
one such life and each Guest 
Speaker enlightened us with many 
humorous occasions. They spoke of 
leadership, humor, purpose, energy, 
initiative, willingness and camaraderie. 
All good traits needed to endure 

the trials to be faced in Australia 
with administrative hurdles and in 
the Antarctic, facing the physical, 
logistical and meteorological hurdles 
of establishing bases and running 
science programs. 


Ray McMahon, colleague and friend 
for fifty years, gave a delightful 
tapestry of Dr. Law personality in his 
retirement. Just recently, it was Ray’s 
intention to escort Phil to lunch at the 
Chelsea Pensioners monthly luncheon. 
The dilemma for Phil was in choosing 
a tie, needing his shoe laces to be 
tied and trouser zip to be zipped, as 
well as the eye-to-eye stand off in 
persuading the Nursing Staff Manager 
at Phil’s residence the he WAS going 
out to lunch. Once in Ray’s car, Phil 
gave unwavering directions to be 
taken to his favourite Club, the Kelvin 
Club. 
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The outing was all worthwhile when, 
after getting a round of drinks 

from the bar; Ray saw Phil seated 
under the etching of him and being 
surrounded by many enquiring 
admirers. 


Syd Kirkby, also a colleague and 
friend, spoke of his extraordinary 
leadership qualities, his exceptional 
administrative skills and Phil’s 
expectations of his co-workers. 
Quoting Phil in that... “Yeah, we were 
fighting out of our weight but not 
out of our class”... he imparted the 
story of Phil’s history with Antarctic 
beginnings, as well as a list of many 
of the achievements of ANARE. 


One item Phil was pleased to receive 
but for which the wait was long, was 
the Polar Medal. Back in the fifties 
Phil was asked if he would accept 
the Polar medal, but due to specific 
requirements needing to be satisfied, 
Phil held that he would do so if a 
small handful of his fellow workers 
received one as well. This did not 
come to pass, so he declined the 
offer despite probably yearning for 
one. Later, Dr. Law was granted a 
Polar Medal and Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth Il bestowed it upon him. 


One trip stands out - in 1965 on 
the Amery Ice Shelf, they found 
themselves restricted with equipment 
failure and the landing party went 
ashore in eight motorboats. The 
survey equipment set up, Phil with 


_ flag in hand was seen roped together 


with two others climbing up a peak, 
but the gyro of the theodolite was 
spinning wildly. Phil and the others 
were noted ‘to be in a bit of a flurry, 
and they climbed back down again. 
It was quietly but gruffly noted that it 
was an iceberg they had climbed! 


Syd left us with the comment that 
he would like us to carry with us the 
though that Phil would much rather 
be celebrated than mourned, and to 
always start a talk with a joke...or 
three, Hear, Hear! 


Marg Twigg representing the Antarctic 
Wives and friends Association, wife of 
Doug Twigg OBE, told how the Club, 
begun by Phil’s wife Nell, has been 
going strong for 48 years since it’s 
formation in 1965. Nell, a beautiful, 
talented, wonderful woman designed 
their emblem, a snow petrel, and in 
1966 introduced Mrs. Casey as the 
Patron. Nell, who also put up with 
the long periods of absence from her 
husband, found ways of bringing the 
wives and friends together to support 
one another, network and overcome 
obstacles. Both Phil and Nell saw that 
if the men in the Antarctic had happy 
families at home that all could work 
more productively. Each departure 
and arrival was a celebration at 
Station Pier, with family, friends, 
dignitaries, a band, streamers and 
confetti. She spoke of Nell’s and Phil's 
deep mutual affection and of Nell’s 
love of the arts and cultural influence 
on Phil. “We can cry because he 
died, or we can laugh because he 
lived”. 


Dr. Des Lowe, friend and Antarctic 
expeditioner for over fifty years, told 
us that Phil took meticulous notes on 
his life, which are now all archived 
and can be accessed on the World 
Wide Web. In the days when Phil was 
head of the Antarctic Division when it 
was based in Melbourne at the former 
site of the Victoria Barracks, 568 

St Kilda Road, he overcame many 
financial obstacles to develop the 
bases from which to do science. Phil 
was even an excellent publicist, with 
each voyage south being seen off 

by dignitaries. His forward thinking 
led to initiating pre-voyage training, 
developing in field manuals and 
organizing supplies for the bases. 
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Sue Halliwell 


He was greatly disappointed in 
ANARE being changed to the 
Australian Antarctic Program 


Camilla Van Megan, former CEO of 
the Royal Society of Victoria (RSV), 
was called to Phil’s bedside in his 
final hours until his parting at 1 pm. 
Although Phil was having difficulty 
breathing, with a knowing look and 
wry smile he acknowledged her 
presence and the beautiful flowers. 
Camilla also had many a challenge 
when accompanying Phil on outings, 
though she would outfox him by not 
visiting close to lunchtime, instead 
visiting for afternoon tea. But she 
didn’t know the lengths of Phil’s 
cunning, when he would then enquire, 
‘Well, where are we going for dinner?’ 


Phil loved sports cars, and when he 
purchased his Celica, he bowled into 
the RSV offices and asked, ‘Camilla 
will you come for a burn with me?’ 
Camilla, being at work, said no. 

However, Phil decided to go up the 
Hume Highway alone and gunned it 


In a strong French accent and a 
shrug of his shoulders he said, ‘When 
the men want to see me they make 
an appointment, but when you men 
want to see Dr. Law you just yell... 
eh, Phil!’ 


Mark Forecast read out an email 
with a tribute from lan Thomas, who 
worked along side Phil at the AAD 
when its Headquarters were in St 
Kilda Rd, entailing facts about fighting 
with bureaucrats; and whose last 
words were that lan thought Dr. Law 
achieved more than Robert Falcon 
Scott. 


Mark also relayed the grueling 
interview that he had with Phil and 
Kevin Lomas for a position at Wilkes 
in 1965. Phil asked a barrage of 
questions like, ‘Can you cook? What 
do you know about medicine? What 
musical instrument do you play?’ 


up to 180 kph! He was soon being 


chased by ‘Mr. Plod’. When 
stopped he asked Mr. Plod, 
‘Do you know who | am? | 
was very careful, | did look 
out for you and the coast was 
clear. How on earth did you 
catch me?’ To which Mr. Plod 
replied coolly, ‘Helicopter.’ 


Phil did lose his licence twice. 
He wrote to the Minister of 
Transport and got his licence 
back at 95 years of age. However, 
one day he went to see his former 
home after which he reversed and 
got stuck, because he had reversed 
over a fire hydrant! Phil didn’t drive 
after that. 


Fred Elliott, colleague, comrade 

and later Antarctic artist, told of the 
experience on Kergulan in 1955. The 
French base Commander expressed 
his dismay at the lack of respect the 
men showed towards Phil as their 
Expedition Leader. 


Ken was finally allowed to ask a 
question, ‘Can you convert Centigrade 
to Fahrenheit?’ to which Phil sharply 
cut in with, ‘Don’t worry about that 
sort of stuff, C is on one side of the 
thermometer and F is on the other!’ 
Mark got the job. 


The afternoon was concluded with 
three rousing cheers led by ANARE 
President Ralph Fletcher and all 
present were reminded to sign the 
guest book and invited to afternoon 
tea. A lot more stories were enjoyed 
and of course plenty of red wine. ... 
but no cigars. 


Philatelic material Phil Law portrait by German 
artist, Paul Koerstein. Courtesy of Klaus Arne 
Pedersen. 
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Convergence: Stage 3 in Cebu 


05 May 2010 


Ws: here | am again in Cebu, Philippines, after 
another voyage to Antarctica and Macquarie Island. 
The heat is taking a bit to get used to but it has only 
been 24 hours so | should be acclimatised soon. | am 
certainly escaping the start of winter in Tasmania. 


Since | have been away the yacht has been moved to 
the fitout shed where the soundproofing and the insulation 
from Delta Coat have been applied to the whole interior. 
Now instead of Grey internals everything is bright white 
and getting dirtier by the day as tradesmen tramp back 
and forwards through the yacht. It will be a big clean up 
at the end of the fitout. 


The electrics are progressing nicely and all the power 
distribution boards on the 12-volt Capi2 system*have been 
installed and are currently being wired up. The bilge and 
fuel pipe work are being refitted now that the insulation 
has been applied. The fresh water and the engine will 
complete the major engineering tasks. 


The fitout team, run by Scott Cole from Colorado 
shipyard, has commenced construction of the modular 
units. The units that fit over the keel box and segregate 
the galley from the main bathroom have been fabricated 
and are ready for fitting once the electricians and 
plumbers have finished inside the yacht. The aft 
cabin cupboards and draws are being fabricated and 

- measurements for the galley units should be done in the 
next couple of days. 


The keel and rudder are still yet to be installed and 
tested but with a bit of a push they should be in soon. 
The rudder has been constructed along with the cassette 
and the day fuel tank. 


With a bit of luck the next update will include photos of 
the interior furnishings being fitted. 


Scott Laughlin 
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International Shipping 


Willard Estate Logistics provide logistical support for some of 
Tasmania’s most iconic international traders. From exporting 
containers of commodities to importing machinery, Willard Estate 
Logistics have been able to provide sound advice as well as 
co ordinate the international shipping and documentation to make 
the process as simple as possible for all concerned. With over 30 
years combined industry experience between the owners of 
Willard Estate Logistics and a commitment to the success of 
Tasmanian exports, Willard Estate Logistics stand by to assist with 
your international export or import. 


Full container shipping 
Customs clearance 

* Specialized handling 
Export documentation 


Less than a container shipping 
AQIS documentation 

* Transport co ordination 
Door to door shipping 


Willard Estate Logistics - Proudly Taking Tasmania to the World. 
22 Cameron Street 
Launceston. Tasmania. 7250 


Phone: —_ 03 63348633 
Facsimile: 03 63310263 
Email: logistics@willardestate.ccom 
Web Page: www.willardestate.com 
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Seabed research 


Antarctic: After a 57-day drilling 
expedition, international research 
vessel, Joides Resolution called in to 
Hobart in March, having completed 
Expedition 318: Wilkes Land Glacial 
History. The drill rig aboard took cores 
from the sea floor of Antarctica, from 
which researchers hope to discover 
what variations occurred over the past 
85 million years. 


Arctic: Scientists are mapping the 
Arctic seabed, using underwater 
robotic vehicles, in order to prove that 
Canada has jurisdiction over more 
than the 200 nautical-mile limit set 
by the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea. By 2013, if the 
seabed is an extension of the Arctic 
continental shelf, Canada can lay 
claim to the Northwest Passage and 
Arctic Archipelago. 


Extra voyage 


Cargo meant to be aboard Aurora 
Australis, but left behind at Hobart, 
meant some expeditioners at Davis 
Station returned from Antarctica earlier 
than expected this year. Instead of 
docking at Macquarie Island on its 
way back to Hobart, the ship returned 
to collect a refuelling hose, before the 
voyage to the island. 


North Pole bids 


A Western Australian man, attempting 
to become the first Australian to trek 
solo to the North Pole, fell through 
ice into freezing water and had to 

be rescued by the Canadians. Tom 
Smitheringale was just over half way 
to the Pole when he fell and was 
picked up by a Canadian military 
aircraft. His website, www.onemanepic. 
com documented his journey. 


However, Linda Beilharz has become 
the first Australian woman to 
successfully trek to both the South 
and North Poles. 


ccompanied by her husband and 
friend, Linda reached the North Pole 
from Ward Hunt Island, after 55 days 
of walking and rafting in April this 
year. 


Newly elected 


The results of Tasmania’s state 
election mean the Labor and 
Greens parties are now a coalition 
government. Premier David Bartlett 
has the portfolio of Innovation, 
Science and Technology, which 
will encompass Antarctic Tasmania. 
Nick McKim, Greens leader and 
government minister for several 
portfolios, will also be the Greens 
spokesman for Innovation, Science 
and Technology. 


Protester jailed 


Sea Shepherd Conservation Society’s 
Peter Bethune is still in jail in Tokyo, 
after being arrested when he boarded 
the Shonan Maru Il in Antarctic waters 
in February. If convicted of trespass, 
he may spend 3 years in jail or be 
fined over $1000. Captain Bethune’s 
anti-whaling vessel, Ady Gill, collided 
with a Japanese whaling ship in 
January and later sank. 


The two other Sea Shepherd ships, 
Steve Irwin and Bob Barker, docked 
in Hobart in March and were 
inspected by Federal Police, before 
taking on supplies ad departing. They 
will return in August with a strong 
fleet, to continue their anti-whaling 
campaign. 


Wharf Shed plans 


Tasports has outlined the 
redevelopment of Macquarie Wharf 
No. 2 Shed in 2012. The shed will 
become a cruise ship terminal as well 
being used for polar gateway activities 
and Antarctic Division facilities. Nearby 
Macquarie Wharf No. 1 may become 
a hotel or arts centre, while No, 4 
Shed will be demolished in 2013 to 
fix the wharf apron’s concrete cancer. 


Polar News 


On the other side of Sullivan’s Cove, 
Princes Wharf No. 1 is already being 
upgraded for use as a public meeting 
space, and No. 2 will be used by the 
University’s Institute of Marine and 
Antarctic Science. 


Arctic action 


Researchers monitoring the permafrost 
under the East Siberian Arctic Shelf 
have noted perforated areas leaking 
methane into the water, up to 8 times 
higher than in normal seawater. 


Iceland’s ice-covered volcanoes could 
erupt more frequently as the weight of 
glaciers covering them is reduced due 
to global warming. Research on the 
end of the last ice age, ten thousand 
years ago, shows that the land rose 
higher as the ice melted, freeing up 
magma from deep below the surface, 
resulting in a tenfold increase in 
eruptions. 


Fellowships for 


Tasmanians 


Beth Fulton, a marine ecosystem 
modeller, and Ben Sullivan, 
co-ordinator of the BirdLife 
International Global Seabird Program, 
have both won a $US150,000 
fellowship from the Pew Institute for 
Ocean Science in Miami. Dr Fulton 
will use her fellowship to predict how 
marine biodiversity will be affected by 
climate change, and Dr Sullivan will 
trial new fishing technology designed 
to better to protect birds and 
fishermen. 


New Director 


UTAS has appointed the inaugural 
Executive Director of the Institute for 
Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS). 
Professor Millard (Mike) Coffin will take 
up his new position in Hobart around 
mid-October 2010. 
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BOOK 


Polar Imperative: A History 
of Arctic Sovereignty in North 
America 


By Shelagh D Grant 
Published by Douglas & Mclntyre 
Price: $26.36 


An overview of historical claims of 
sovereignty from around 3000 BC to 
the present, including the implications 
of climate change, resource 
exploitation and other issues affecting 
these claims. 


BOOK 

Blood & Ice 

By Robert Masello 

Published by Random House 
Price: $18.00 


A thriller about a journalist in 
Antarctica, finding and tracing the 
history of two bodies dressed in 
1850s clothing and encased in ice. 


BOOK 
In Cold Pursuit 
By Sarah Andrews 


Published by St Martins/Minotaur 
Paperbacks 


Price: US$ 6.99 


A novel about a glaciologist who 
travels to Antarctica to join her 
mentor, but has to clear his name 
when he is arrested for murder. 
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Polar Publications 


BOOK 
Return to Antarctica 

By Adrian Raeside 

Published by John Wiley and Sons 
Price: $22.76 


A personal journey by the author, 
based on the 1910 Scott Expedition 
to the South Pole. 


BOOK 


Hunters of the Alpine Ice: The 
NWT Ice patch study 


By Thomas D Andrews, Glen MacKay, 
Leon Andrew 


Published by Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre 


Price: $90.95 


Designed as a resource for high 
school students, this book focuses 

on over 5 years of research in 

the Mackenzie Mountains by 
archaeologists, Aboriginal elders, 
biologists, geologists and educators, in 
order to provide to a more complete 
picture of the North over 5,000 years. 


BOOK 


The Big Bang Symphony: A 
Novel of Antarctica 


By Lucy Jane Bledisloe 


Published by University of Wisconsin 
Press 


Price: $20.74 


A story about three women spending 
a season at McMurdo station, and 
their involvement in each other’s lives. 


BOOK 


Antarctica: A Keystone in a 
Changing World 


By Alan K Cooper et al, and the 10th 


ISAES editorial team. 
Published by national Academies press 
Price: $34.20 


Proceeds of the 10th International 
Symposium on Antarctic Earth 
Sciences. 


BOOK 

Myth of the Barrens 
By Bren Kolson 

Published by Eschia Books 
Price: $21.95 


The story of the author’s time in 
the Northwest Territories (NWT), 
learning survival techniques from the 
indigenous people. 


BOOK 


Pike’s Portage: Stories of a 
Distinguished Place 


Edited by M. Asfeldt and B. 
Henderson 


Published by Dundurn press 
Price: CDN$ 29.99 


Narrates stories of adventurers and 
hunters of the last century, who used 
the trail from Great Slave Lake to 
Artillery Lake in Canada’s Northwest 
Territories. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 


specialises 
Eging as 


Wake up to- home made bread and real 
coffee iw our peaceful self-contained 

| cottages. 

AU three have beautiful rural and 
water views. Catch the last rays of the 
su before enjoying a ylasy of our wine 
and perhaps dimner cooked by the 
owners. 

At Kettering, 

gateway to Brury Island, 20ming frow 
Kingston, 30 ming from Hobart. 


100 Saddle Road, PO Box 271 
Kettering Tasmania 7155 
Phone (03) 62674339 

Email cwhite@vision.net.au 
www.heronsrise.com.au 
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MAGAZINE 


The Tasmanian Ports Corporation, through the Port of Hobart, plays a vital role in 
fostering the endeavours of the world’s Southern Ocean and Antarctic operators. 


The port is a conveniently located, well-serviced, cost-effective and strategically 
important base for Antarctic, sub-Antarctic and Southern Ocean programs. 


It provides important services for both international and regional vessel operators 
| é | and crew to access fuel, provisions, stevedoring, maintenance, accommodation 
ie | ee te =) and recreational services. 


Tasports, a member of the Tasmanian Polar Network, welcomes all enquiries regarding 
its services for Antarctic and Southern Ocean activities. 


Rates and sizes for pre-paid ; 
ads will not alfer until all 4 Tasmanian Ports Corporation Pty Ltd Tasmania's 
ads have been shown. : 48 Formby Road, Devonport TRADE LINKwiththe 


Telephone +61 36421 4911 WORLD 


Facsimile +61 3 6421 4988 
www.tasports.com.au ‘©. Te sPorts 


See icebreaker.icewall.com.au Vv 


POLAR CALENDAR 


21/22 
21-23 
21-25 


25 
29 
26 


26 
‘s3-t9) 


30 
11 


8-13 
14-22 
26 
7-11 
16 
20-24 


June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
June 2010 
July 2010 
July 2010- 


August 2010 
August 2010 
August 2010 
August 2010 
September 2010 
September 2010 
September 2010 


World Environment Day. 


World Ocean Day. Marine Discovery Centre Open Day. 10.00am — 12.00 noon. 
Woodbridge, Tasmania. 


International Polar Year Oslo Science Conference and Polar CINEMA. Oslo, Norway. 
For further details, see www.IPY-OSC.no 


Royal Society of Tasmania Winter Lecture Series No. 1: From Tasmania to 
Antarctica — Macquarie Island on the World Stage. For details, see Page 12 Midwinter 
events. 


Melbourne Midwinter Dinner. 


ANARE Club Midwinter Dinner. Hadley’s Hotel, Hobart. Contact mimacarr@gmail.com 
for bookings. Also Canberra Midwinter Dinner, ACT and Adelaide Midwinter Dinner, 
South Australia. : 


Winter Solstice. Midwinter Dinners at Casey, Davis, Mawson and Macquarie Island 
stations. 


Antarctic Visions: Cultural Perspectives on the Southern Continent, University of 
Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania. For further details, see Page 12 Midwinter events. 


Midwinter school activities at Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. For further details, see 
Page 12 Midwinter events. 


Brisbane Midwinter Dinner, Queensland. 
TPN meeting. Hobart, Tasmania. Venue to be decided. 


Sydney Midwinter Dinner. Epping. NSW. For details of all Australian Midwinter 
Dinners, see www.anareclub.org.au/midwinter/allmwd.html 


Tasmanian Polar Network Midwinter Dinner. Hobart. 
Conference on the Politics of Antarctica. Christchurch, New Zealand. 


XXXI SCAR and Open Science Conference. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


COMNAP XxXIl AGM Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Science Week. International Year of Biodiversity. See www.scienceweek.gov.au 

TPN meeting (to be confirmed). 

World Seabird Conference. Victoria, Canada. Contact www.worldseabirdconference.com 
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 


11th International Circumpolar Remote Sensing Symposium. Cambridge, UK. 


For further information, see www.environment.gov.au/about/media/events and www.scar.org/events . 
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Global rologal Serv and 


Meteorolo Services 


Operations j in 27ZecoUnthies,and counting! 


Proeet Manage 
Sat G ee Devcloomentete Hosting 
LY, 


Metocean Services International 
Tel: +27 (0) 21 705 6640 (South Africa) 
Tel: +61 (0) 3 6224 0788 (Australia) 
Email: info@metoceanservices.com 
www.metoceanservices.com 


-RBR Ltd» MetOcean Data Systems 
High accuracy, cost effective and 


Polar and Oceanographic Monitoring Wave & Ocean Monitoring 
reliable instrumentation including: Instrumentation including: Systems including: 
* Tide & Wave Recorders * Polar Area Weather Stations * Wave, Current & Water Monitoring 
* Single / Dual Channel Loggers * Compact Air launched Ice Beacons * Ocean Observation Platforms 
* Multichannel Oceanographic Loggers * Ice Mass Balance Buoys * Coastal Observation Platforms 
¢ CTDs 


* Compact Arctic Drifter Buoys * Port Monitoring Systems 
* Portable Salinometer * Polar Ocean Profiling Systems 


ee * Various Sensor Drifting Buoys 
otoerel he» . 


ce cent 


coe nent ae tnt 


Metocean Services International 
PO Box 595, Sandy Bay, TAS 7006 
Tel: +61 (0) 3 6224 0788 

Email: stefan@metoceanservices.com 
www.metoceanservices.com 


Shipping 


19 
8 
am 
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May 

June 
June 
August 
August 
August 
October 
October 
October 
November 
November 
December 
December 


December 
January 


January 


Aurora Australis 


(to be selected) 


Aurora Australis 


Aurora Australis 


Aurora Australis 


VE1 


VE1 
VE2 
VE2 
VE2 
Vtrials 
Vtrials 
V1 

V1 


Macquarie Island. 


Arrives Hobart. Off-hire. 

Departs Hobart for Macquarie Island. 
Macquarie Island. 

Returns to Hobart. Off-hire. 

Departs for marine science trials. 

Marine Science. 

Arrives Hobart and departs for Marine Science. 
Marine Science. 

Davis Station. 

Arrives Hobart and departs for Marine Science. 
Marine Science. 

Casey Station. 


Arrives Hobart. 


urtesy Klaus Arne Pedersen. 
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ASTROLABE 
BOOKSELLERS 


Helicopter Resources Prvuro. 


With over twenty years of Antarctic Experience, 
Helicopter Resources has forged an enviable 
record in the service and support of Antarctic 
Operations. 


© 
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e@ 
Ne 

Fy 


Helicopter Resources is committed to safety, reli- 
ability and customer satisfaction. 


Helicopter Resources - experts in the field 
of Antarctic Helicopter Support. 


Fine, Old & Rare Books 


Specialising in Tasmaniana 
Phone: 03 6248 5130 & Antarctica 


Fax: 03 6248 5342 


First floor, 81 Salamanca Place, Hobart 
Phone /Fax: (03) 6223 8644 
e-mail: books@astrolabebooks.com.au 
www.astrolabebooks.com.au 


PO Box 321 Rosny Tasmania 7018 


Email: adminhobart@helires.com.au 
helires.com.au 


P&O P< 


Maritime Services | Specialist Shipping Services 


GPO Box 88, Melbourne Vic 3001 Australia 
Telephone +61 3 9254 1600 Facsimile +61 3 9254 1658 
www.pomaritime.com manager@pomaritime.com 


Prescriptive Aviation Solutions 


www.skytraders.com.au 


